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.'opmn‘ons OF THE VII CORPS, 132.. S. ARMY
IN THE LANDING ON UTAH BEACH, NORMANDY, FRANCE,
6 = 7 JUNE 1944
(NORMANDY CAMPAIGN)

(Personal Experience of & Corps Lialson Officer)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operatlons of the VII Corps,
1st Us S. Army. In the landing on Utah Beach, Normendy, France,
from 6 to 7 June 1944, ' |

For the purpose of orlentation, the readers attention 1s
directed to a few of the far reaching and declsive conferences
held by the Allied Chiefs of Staff which brought about this
operation,

By the month of May 1941, the top Military and Political
leaders of Amerilica had decided upon a basic war plan == to
defeat Germeny first., (1)

This was followed by & series of conferences and milltary
decisions that graduslly brought about the finsl directive to
invade Europe, '

Thus at Cassablanca, the Allies 1n Januery 1943, reached
the decision to launch operation “OVERLORD® iﬁ May 1944. (2)

Up to this time however, a Supreme Commander had not been
appolnted, but untll such time presented 1tsélf, an organie
gation known as "COSSACY was placed in operation on the baalc
plen. This group was organlzed under the British General
- Morgen, who had been appointed Chlef of Staff to the Supreme
Allled Commander (designate). (3) |

(I7 &~B, p. 4
52 A=3, pe 13 A=4, pe 3; &A-5, p. 211
> A“s, Pe 1; &"4, Pe 5; A"'s, Pe 42
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Tt was a‘ realized at this time tk. air supremscy

: waa_neceaséry for the contemplated Invaslon. The struggle
for this suprsmacy'had been going on since the war had start-
ed, It was however, to be Intensified by the lissuing of a
new directive entitled "POINTBLANK", This order came out in |
Jenuary 1945, with the result that enemy air power was sub-
Jugated by the spring of 1944, (4)

At lagt in July 1943, the basic plan for "OVERLORD"'was
completed and ready for approval., One month later 1in August
1943,'at the Quebec Conference, it was approved and the opera-
tional date was set for 1 May 1944. (5)

In Decembsr 1943, General Eisenhower had beeh appolnted
Supreme Commander and ip February 1944, SHAEF came into belng.
(6) Under this set up, 2lst Army Group commanded by General
Montgomery and composed of the Brltlsh Second Army and the
U, S. First Army, was assigned to SHAEF, (7)

In February 1944, it was decided to postpone the invasion
until 31 May 1944. This delay was caused by an increase in
the lending forces and an enlargement of the landing areas,
The weather, tidal and light conditions further deferred the
lending date to the first week in June 1944, (8)

This set back proved to be a very favorable one. The
first week of June 1944,saw the fall of ROME, the CRIMEA weas
cleared and the Germans were predicting a majJor Russian of=

fensive, (8)

A=3, ps vili; A-4, ps &
A~3, Ds 13 4A=5, p. 12
A3, pe 33 A=b, ps 4142
A-5, P 3; A"B, Pe 44 '
A"s, p' 5; A"s’ p. 52
A""s, Ds &
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tHE_oENsRal sfazzon ®

ALLIED

The overall plan o; attack invelved an assault on beaches
between CAEN and V@E;Lp_@_ The 1nltisl objectives were:
CAEN, BAYEUX, ISIGNY and CARENTAN; including sites for ailr
bases, The final and most Important of all was the captﬁre
‘of the port of CHERBOURG. (See Map A)

The assault forces for the Americans were organigzed under
the code names "U" and: "0" for UTAH snd OMAHA, The British
woere assigned the letters "s", "J" and "G" for Sword, Juno
and Gold. {See Map A) (10)

Mentlion is made at this time of the fact that the origi.
nal plan did not include landing beaches on the sast COTENTIN
and thet securlty necessitated a restriction on the number of
persons having knowledge of the locatlions of speciflc landing
areas.' Thus the enlargement of the landing besches and other
changes in the plan called for a new code word "NEPTUNE",
belng asaigned for thls operation,

The main objective however of "NEPTUNE", was gonerally
the same as "OVERLORD" -- to secure a lodgement ares, lnclud.
‘ing airfleld sites end the capture of CHERBOURG as a base for
future operations, (11)

The enlargement of the landing areas caused the addition
of another town as one of the initlal objectives; namely STE,
MERE-EGLISE, |

As the plan now stood, the D-Day objectives were the towns
of CAEN, BAYEUX, ISIGNY, CARENTAN, end STE, MERE-EGLISE.

The "NEPTUNE" plan defined the mission of First Army,

(LO) A~3, pe 6, 93 A-4, p, 333 Personal knowledge
(11) A-l, p. 13 A-2, p. 16; A=4, p. 20-21;
Peragonal knowledge
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under General.'adley, to aasault and se«.e the OMAHA and

UTAH beaches. (See Map A) (12) )
OMAHA beach was to be developed southward toward Sf;iiﬁ;

along with the British on the left flank. Under General

- Gerow, this was the mission of V Corpa. |

_ UTAH beach was to be developed to the west éﬁd north and

to uaﬁture the port of CHERBOURG. The VII Corps under Genserel

Collins was assigned this mission., (See MaE'AJ .(13)

ENEMY

The overall commander in France and the Low Countriles
was Fleld Marshal Von Rundstedt. At the tims.of the Invaslon
he hed some 60 divisions divided into two Army Groups. Under
- Fileld Marshal Rommel, Army Group "B" and under General
Blaskowltz, Army Group “G“. {14)

Deployed along the Intended invasion coast was Army
Group "B", composed of the Fifteenth and Seventh Armies. The
Pifteenth was concentrated in the general ares of PAS=DE-
GALals; whille the Seventh was charged with the defense of the
OOTENTIN PENTNSULA. (See Mep A) (15)
| For qulte some time our intelligence had known that the
enemy strength on the peninsula consisted of at least two In-
fentry divisions. These being the 709th, along the easbtern
half Includling the high ground about the city of CHERBOURG
and running south but not including CARENTAN. The 243d was
deployed to the west in rear of the 709th for the defense of

the western half of the peninsula., (Ses Map B) (18)

(IZ] A=2, D 22; 4-3, pe 6; Personal knowledg

(13} 4~3, pe. 6=7; Personel knowledge ‘

(14) A-4, po 243 A-5, p. 66=67

215; A<, p. 6; A~3, p. 13; Personal knowledge
16 A-l, pe 6; Porsonal knowledge



About te‘ays before the invasion v. to take place,
1ntélligence reports indicated some changes in the enemy dise-
pdsitiona and the ﬁppearanoe of a new unit on the VII Gorpg
front. The 9lat Divislon had moved 1In between the 709th and
the 243d, thus the defense from VALOGNES to CARENTAN had been
increased in depth. (See Map B) (17)

' This change wes the result of a dilfference of oplnion
between Ropmel and Von Rundstedt on the concept of defending
 the beaches. Rommel wanted to stop eny Invesion at the beaches,
or 1f posalble hefore a lanﬁing could bse made, On the other
hand Von Rundstedt favored & covering force on the beach, with
a cldse in tactlcal reserve and a counterattacking force in
rear. A compromise was made and the result waa the movement
of the 91st as mentioned sbove. (18)

Based upon these reports, the enemy was now estimated as
being able to (1) mainktain a rigid defense of the beaches with
the 708th; (2) reinforoe the assault area with the 2434 at
H-Hour; (3) plecemesal counterattacks with at least four bat=
‘tallons on D=Day; end (4) =2 coordinated counterattack with
armor after D ﬁlﬁs 2. (19)
| TERRAIN

The QOTENTIN is the seaward portlon of the larger
CHERBOURG PENINSULA. The important feature on the land mass
lg the DQUVE RIVER, ﬁith'its main tributary, the MERDERET.
This body of water drains the major portion of the land end
runs generally south and east to the sea. (Seé Map B) (20)

(7]  A=L, ps 6=7; A-4, p. 273 Personal knowledge
(18) A=4, p. 28; A=B, p. 74-75

(19) A"l’ p. 6 )

(20) A-1, p« 33 A-2, p. 124; Personal knowledge



High grcn’ is around CHERBOURG in t’ north, the southern
portion descends to a low marshy coastel plain which extends
from VALOGNES to CARENTAN. (See Map B)

A serles of locks and a dam Just northeast of CARENTAN
controlled the drainage of these bottom lands. This fact plus
the undrained swamp lands, restricted movement of traffic to
the eatablished routes. (See Map B)

A study of the map diécloses only two ﬁajor routes open
for this traffic when such a conditlion exists, These are (1)
CARENTAN and PONT-L-ABBE on the east end (2) ST,~LO=-D=OURVILLE
and ST.-SAUVEUR-DE~PIERRE~PONT on the west. (See Map B) (21)

Thus the critical areas were (1) CARENTAN with 1ts
locks; (g) the dry ground at OURVILLE, PIERRE~PONT and (3)
the inundated area to the east. (Seé Map B) (22)

The VII Corps landing sres was Jjust east of STH. MERE~
EGLISE. The beach was composed oflcompact, smooth sand and of
8 shallow gradlent between high and low tildes,

Unlike OMAHA, there was ho dominating ground to seize and
hold., Along the beach was a mesonry wall for about 10,000
yerds, slmost verticel and from 4 to 8 feet high., In many
places sand was plled sgalnst it forming e ramp on the seg=
ward slde. At the top was a wire fence and existing roads
runiting down to the beach tenminated.wiﬁh gapé in this wall,
but blocked by the enemye

Behind the wall were sand dunes, from 10 to 20 feet in
height and extending inlend for about 180 to L1000 yards. Dew
yond these the lmundated areas extended westward, the banks

of which could be easily defended by the enemy. (23)

(21) AJI, ps 33 A-4, p. 303 A~5, p. 90; Personal knowledge
22) A-l, p. 33 Porsonal knowledge _
23) A-l, p. 4; Personal knowledge

8



Along th‘eaward slde of the beach .re obstacles from
50 to 1560 yards out, consisting of plles, stakes, hedgshogs,
etes In most cases these were mined.

Imvedlately behind the wall there were pill boxes, under
ground shelters, tank turrets and firing trenches, the whole
protected by wire, antitank dltches and mines. 8trong points
had interlocking filre and contailned fixed and moblle artlllery.

The naturai obstacle of the inundated ares resulted in
the UTAH defenses not belng as heavy as at OMAHA. | Although
several mliles inlend there were any number of artillery em-

placements to cover the sea aepproaches and the beach area. (24)
WEATHER

4s hed been mentioned before, the Invasion date had been
| put off several times and as fate would have it, the weather
for June 1844, was the most unfavorable as far as ssa and wihd
as.had been experienced in the past 20 years..

D=Day had been set for 5 June and ﬁart of the force was
already at sea, but had to put in to port to seek shelter. &s
a result of these condltlons the invasion was agaln postponed

for 24 hours,

LOGISTICAL SUPPORT

Suppllies for Us S. Forces were under the control of First
Army from D-Day to D plus 14.
| Rations consisted of "C" and "K" from D-Day to D plus 3.
POL was based on 25 miles per day per vehicle for the

firat 14 days,

{84} A-1, p. b-6; Personal knowledge



Ammunltion was besed on 7 unlts of fire until D plus 20,
It was expected to land some 20,000.vehiéles and better
than 176,000 personnel by D plus 1. (28)

FIRST U, S. ARMY PLAN

The general plan of the First Army ocalled for a combined
landing on two beéchea, by two Corps within 30 minutes of each.

other, starting at 0630 hours on the right beach, VII Gorps

aresa.,

VII Corps was to be assisted by the lst Englnesr Special
Brigade ln establishing a beachheed in the vicinlty of
VARREVILLE. (See Map B)

The lummediaete objectives of Flrst Army were the capture
of CHERBOURG and s drive toward ST.—LO t¢ the south. (26)

VII CORPS SITUATION

The VII Corps commanded by General Colllns, was loaded
aboerd ships so as to land in the order (1) 4th Division, (2)
90th Division and (3) 9th Division. The 4th Cavalry Group
was to capture the islands of 8T. MARCOUF. (See Map B) (27)

In the ares of the VIT Corps, the terrain was rather flat
ahd there were no domlnating groﬁnd features to be selzed,

To the advantage of the VII Corps wes the fact that, the

l actualhlaydinga'touched down some 1800 yards south of the

[N

planned areas. This point of beach proved to be lightly de-
fended as compared to the orlglnal beach. (28)

E

A-2, Do 81323 A-3, pe. 1L

A-2, p. B6; A-4, p. 333 Personal knowledge
A-1l, p. 10; A-2, p. 43; Personal knowledge
A-2, ps 463 Perasonal knowledge
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VII CORPS PLAN

Field Order No. 1, 28 May read "VII Corps assaults UTAH
beach on D-Day at H-Hour and captures CHERBOURG with minimum
delay." (29)

Under this plan the 824 Alrborne Division was to selze

i and hold the ares in end around STE. MERE~EGLISE and to es-~
?tablish deep brldgeheads over the MERDERET RIVER and to be
' | prepared to drive toward ST.-SAUVUER-LE-VICOMIE. (See Map B)

This same order assigned the 10lst Alrborne Dilvision the -

§ miggion of selizlng the western exits of the roads across the
g inundated ereas from the beach and teking up defensive posi-
% tlons on %he north and south edges of the inveslon area and to
;:establiah brldgeheads across the DOUVE RIVER for later drives

toward CARENTAN and eventusl link up with V Corps. (See Map B)

The 4th Diviglon by thils order was to assault UTAH beach
at H-Hour and establish & beachhead and then drive on to

;GHERBOURG. (See_NMap B)

The 90th, 9th and 79th Divisions were to lend on D plus
l, 4 and 8 in that order,

At H minus 2 hours the 4th Cavalry Group was to land on
the 1slends of ST. MARCOUF. (See Map B)

Concentrated Alr and Naval bombardments were to precede
the landings. At ebout midnight of § June the RAF would bomb
the beaches and just bhefore H~Hour the Ninth Alr Force to at=
tack batterles in the UTAH area; At H minus 40 minutes Naval
fire would g&§2ifgg§ the enemy shore., As the essault waves

ceme within 600 to 700 yards of the shore, rockets were to be
dlischarged toward the beach., (30}

EBQJ’ k=T, p. 10; Fersonal Kuowisdge
30) &-1, p. 10, 123 A-2, p. 47; A-5, p. 93; Personal
knowledge o
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PREP&RATIONS FOR _THE ASSAULT

In the long history of warfare, thls assault ceused a con-
centration of the largest force for war to be brought together
for eny ons operation. As early as 1942 and in some cases
esrlier, the flrst stages of stock plling and the buillding up
of menpower began on the tiny 1sland of ENGLAND.

The Alr Force and the Navy were very importanf at this
point. The strategilc bombing of Germany was reducing her alr-
craft production plents and robbing her of capacity production,

The Nevy in additlon to lts normal dutles In the ATLANTIC
waé engaged in channel training exercizes for the assault.

AB D-Déy spproached the Interdiction of roed, ralilrosd snd
communlcation lines took on 1noreaaing importence, On D=Day
some 70 bridges and tunnels were out of aotion. This entire
program of bombing was carried out so as to decelve the enemy
a8 to the true locatlion of any assault ares, (31)

In speclal sssault training centers, troops and engineers
practiced lendinga snd the”aasaulting of various types of
strong points and fortlifications. The last of these exérciges
was held on 4 May. (32) '

In the second.week of May'the asgault forces beéan to
asgsemble in the marshalling areas and on 1 and 2 June they
moved to embarkation points.

As soon as the troops were abosrd shlp the Navy took.con-
trol, Under the commend of Rear Admiral Moon, Task Force "U"
became regponsilble for the 1lift, protection at sea, fire supe-

port and breaching of under water obstacles. (33)

T3] &A-1, D. 18; A&A=8, pe 14-16; A-%, p. ol-52
(32) A=-1l, p. 12; A~4, p. 3B5; Perasonal knowledge
{(33) A=, p. 13; A-2, p. 303 Personal knowledge
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NARRAT ION

EVENTS PRECEDING H HOUR

The Naval Task Force for UTAH beach was composed of some
866 vesselg, in 12 seperate convoys. Bedause of the extent of
thls force, 1t was necegsary to use ¢ seperate loading areas,
gince no one port was large enough to hendle all the necessary
traffic. Another result of this vast disperslon, wes the fect
that all vessels had to meke e precise rendezvous before setting
sail for the coast of France. (34) |

As mentioned earller, some sectlons had salled before §
June, but bhecause of bad weather, had feturned to port, On
the morning of 5 Juns all sectlons again set out for the enemy
shore and the second start got underway without too much cone
fusion, |

'About 0200 hours 6 June, the USS Bayfield, headquarters
ship for Task Force "gt, had passed the Transport Area marker
veasel. By 0229 hours, she was at anchor and followed by other
control vessels which took their positions closer to the shore,
H Hour was 0630. (35) |

About 2145 hours & June, 20 pathfinder planes took of£
ffom.England.with.the necessary crews to merk six drop zones
and a glider landing zone, It was meost unfortunate howsver,
that the pathfinder operations were not entirely successful,
due to enemy antiaircréft artillery and cloud formations.

The airborne elements of both the 824 and the 10lst Alr-
borne Divislons comprised 6 regiments, wlth normel artiilary

end englneers., This force emounted to over 13,000 men and re=-

5343 A=, ps 153 FPersonal knowledge
35) A=1l, pe. 13; A-4, p, 583 Personal knowledge
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quired about 925 C-47 planes. At & later hour on D Day and
on D plus 1, some additional 4,000 infantry end thelr sup-
porting elements, were to arrlve by 500 gliders. The last ele~
ments of the dlvisions, were to come by waﬁer and land on D
plug 1, This airborhe 0peration waes probably thé most dife
fioult of the whole invasion, a lending behind an enemy line
at night and a full five hours before shore landings. (36)

ATRBORNE LANDINGS
82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION

The overall landing of the 824 was very bad, of the three
regiments the 505th made the best landing. Desplte this how=
ever, the division selzed the east bank of the MERDERET in the
vicinity of STE. MERE-EGLISE. All positions however, were not
as fully occupled as had been expected according to the divi-
sion plan., {37) |

Initlisl missliona of each regiment were as follows. The
505th to land east of the MERDERET, capture STE. MERE-EGLISE,
selze and hold river crossings at LA-FIERE eand CHEF«DU~PONT,
end maintein positions to the north through NEUVILLE~AU-PLAIN,
tying in with the 10lst Division on the right. The 507th and
SOth to land west of the river and consolidate their brildge=-
heads. The 507th to asslat the 505th in securing the LA-FIERE:
bridge. The 508th to destroy the crossings of the DOUVE at
LA-BASTILLE and PONT~L-ABBE. Both regiﬁants to be prepared
to push to the west, to a line along the DOUVE. (See Map C)
(38)

The two major objectlves then of the 824, were the found-

TFG; Y TV TR V- e ¥
37) A=l, pe. 30; Personsl knowledge
(38) 4&-1, pe 30; Personal knowledge
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ing of & base for operations et STE, MERE~EGLISE and esteblish-
ing the bridgeheads across the MERDERET. The latter operation
dld not succeed as had been expected and the action at STE, - |
MERE-EGLISE assumed the most lmportance. ' (See Map C)

Taotically speaking, the STE, MERE-EGLISE actions were the
most significant of all D Day for the 82d. This was the objec-
ti#e of thé B06th Regiment., The 3d Battallon started st once
for the town end the order was to use Inlves, bayonets and
grenades.only, 80 a8 to be able to tell the enemy by his fire,

By 0430 hours, the town had been seized and the unit had
put up the same Amerlcan flag 1t had flown over NAPLES. The
enemy made se#eral counterattacksa during the day, but these
were beaten off;

By 093&0 hours, the oommuﬁication lines to CHERBOURG had
been cut, road blocks were in end except for snipera the town
had been cleared. By nlghtfall the situatlon was well 1nlhand.
(See Map C) (39)

The 507th end 508th jumped on time, but without aid from
the pathfinders dw to the enemy actions., This resulted in both
regiments goling beyond the drop zones and a great number of
men and large quantities of equipment landing in the marshes
(8ee Map G)

The two reglments were so widely scattered, that elements
of the 508th were fighting with the 10lst Division. (40)

The most important as far as the 824 was concerned were
the two river bridges across the MERDERET. Here the bulk of
the forces were committed and here the enemy put ﬁp his atrong=-
est resistance. It so happened that these groups landed almost

on top of the headquartere of the German 91lst Division.

?39)' A-1, p. B1-34
40) A-l, pe 37
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A group of about 400 men from all the regiments launched
an attack on the LA-?IERE bridge, but they could not consoll-
date thelr gains on the west bank. As a result, when the enemy
counterattack came only a short time after they lost the bridgé,
and the elements on the west bank became isolated from the sast
side. (Ses Map C)

- The enemy attack was pressed sgain in the afternbon, but
the 82d held on. The ecst bank was reorganized and at about
2000 houré reinforcements arrived and by dark the defense was
stabllized. (41)

Farther south at CHEF-DU-PONT, the attampt to selize that
bridge was unsuccessful. However, our troops were able, late
In the day to geln the west bank, but could go no further,

(See Map C) |

Although the actlons of unlts at STE., MERE-EGLISE and the
bridgehends were the principal ones for D Day, it is known thet
numerous small units which had landed west of the MERDERET alded
the overall actlions. Some of these lsolated groups fought for

88 long as four or five days before being able to link'up. (42)

101.3T AIRBORNE DIVISION,

In general the division did not have a good drop, but it
was muich better than the 82d. Some 1500 men and about 60 perw
-cent othhe-equipﬁenﬁ were elther killed, captured or lost In
the swamps. Many of the initlal misslons were carried out by
mixed groups. (43)

The wide despersion slthough not good, did work to the

general adventage of the dlvislon., The sudden appearance of

(_41) &_1, Pe m
(42) 4-1, p. 40; Personal knowledge
(43) &A-1, p. 14=-15; Personal knowledge
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the Americans confused the Germans end although they fought -
by Tire they dld not seem to want'to leave thelr posltions to
attack, |

| The pTéE.oFiﬁhe 101lst Divielon was the selzing of the
four inlend exits between ST.-MARTIN-DB-VARREVILLE and POUPPE-
VILLE. In the south, it was to destroy the two bridges over
the DOUVE River on the mailn road north of CARENTAN, as well
as the railrosd brldge. It was to selze the lock and estab=-
1ish bridgeheads over the DOUVE at LE-PORT north of CARENTAN.
After being relieved by the 4th Divislon at the beachhead it
ﬁas to seize CARENTAN and establish contact with V Corps and
thsreafter'protect the southern flank of VIY Corps. (See Map
C) (44)

The selzing of the two northern exits was assligned the
BORd, 1t was to drop Just weat of Exlts 3 and 4, About seventy
five men from thls regiment took off for one of the maln obw
jectlives, an enemy coaatal battery near VARREVILLE, but found
1t deserted., Pushlng east they secured the two exits, as other
troops took up defenslve posltions to the north and to estab=
1ish contact with the 82d, (See Map C) (45)

The capture of beach Exits 1 and 2 was the mission of the
506th. 1In addition, it was to defend a line along the DOUVE
River, selzing the two bridges nesr its mouth at LE-PORT and
eétablish g bridgehead for subsequent use and at the same tlme
prepsre to destroy them if necessary. (See Map C)

To carry out these misslons, some eighty men from this
unit made for Exits 1 and 2, attacking the Germsns there, forc-

ing them to surrender by noon. At about 1230 hours contact was

{44 A~1, p. 16-17; Personal knowledge
(45) A-1, p. 17-20
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established with the 8th Infantry, 4th Division. (See Map C)
(46)

It hed been planned to drop the 501lst Just north of
CARENTAN, in order to carry out the missions of destroylng the
highwey bridges and securing the lock. (See Map C) (47)

In the south some fifty men attacked and seized the bridges
at sbout 0500 hours and about one hun&red fifty othera captur-
ed the lock north of CARENTAN. When other units attempted to
destroy the bridges on the maln highway and the rallroad, the
enemy brought in intense high angle snd small arma fire. The
excellent use of Neval gun fire ﬁeutralized this enemy fire.
(See Map C) (48)

By the end of the day some 2800 of the original 6600 men
were now orgenized and worklng together. All missions, excepb
destroying the highway and rallroad bridges had heen sccomplish-

ed,

SEABORNE LANDING
4TH TNFANTRY DIVISION

While the alrborne troops were trying to assemble among
the hedgerows and the marshas, the seaborne forces were getting
ready to assault the sﬁore. At about 0430 hours, the 4th and
24th Cavalry Squadrcné landed on the.islands of ST, MARCOUF.
This suspected enemy location was found to be void of any énemw
troops and the landing was completed by 0530 houra., {49)

At H minus 40 minutes Naval bombardment bagén firing on
the enemy shore. Thils was followed in a few minutes by the
bombing of the Ninth Alr Force of the beach area. As assaulb

T2€) A=1, p. 20-28
(47) A-1l, p. 28-25
(48) 4-1, p. 2B.29
(49) &-1, p. 43
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craft came withln 700 yards of the shore, the fire support
group began to drench_ths_%anding area with fire.

The leadlng wave had somé 20 LCVP eraft, each carrying e
80 men assault team aﬁghsyiﬁf'draft carrying 4 amphibious tankas
each, The second wave had some 32 LCVP craft and in addition
to infantry troops, contained 8 Naval Demolition teams. The
third and?fourth.waves brought inltanka and englneer combat
troops., II

At almost H Hour the leading wave touched the shove and
the men moved into walst deep water for the last hundred yards
%0 the beach. Aslde from a few enemy artillery bursts, there
was no real opposition at H Hour. (50)

The actual landings did not take place at the planned
areas, but almost 2000 yards to the south. (See Map C) As
ment ioned before, thls worked to our advantage as the shore was
not as thickly obstructed and the defenses not as formidable.
(51) | |

The Army end Navy demolitlion groups thaet followed the as-
sault wave found the beach less obstructed than had been ex=~
peetad.. Due to this lack of expected obstacles the entire beach
was clearsd in 1lttle more than an hour,

The blowing of gaps in the sea wall and clearing paths
through the sand dunes progressed rapidly. The infantry found
enemy troops in fleld fortifications, but they were apparently
dazed from the preparatory fires and offered little fight., (62)

By 0800 hours four battalions had landed and two more were
ashoré by 1000 hours., The leading reglment, the 8th, moved in-

land across the three southern causeways and advanced to the

r

0T A~L; . 23-147 TPorsonal Kuowledge
(51) A=-1, p. 45, 47; Personal knowledge
2) A-1l, p, 47=50; Personal knowledge
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west to contect the airborne forces. By evening two of the
battalions of the 4th were on the CARENTAN highway south of
STE, MBRE-EGLISE and the third was compressing the enemy pocket
that separated the forces of the 82d in STE. MERE-EGLISE, from
the belance of the Corps., (See Map C) (53)

The other two reglments of the 4th Division'came ashore
some time after the noon hour. The 12th had to wade through
the inundated erea aoﬁﬁh of Exit 3 and toock up positiona on
the left of the 502d. (See Mep Q) The 224 also had to move
through the swamps, but reached dry land near ST .eMARTTN=DE=
VARREVILLE, end pushed north to take up positions on the left
of the inundated ares, near the 502d. (See Map €) (54)

The close of D Day saw our positions in fairly good shape.
But it was not just one battle by a large combined forcé.

There were some fifteen or.twenty engagements in the alrborne
divislons alone. 1In general, the overall action weas a sucw=
.cess, a8 small units tdok advantage of the enemy's surprilse.

The 82d held STE. MERE-EGLISE, had won and then lost the
LA-PIERE bridge, had geined only the west bank at CHEF=-DU=-PONT
and had large numbers of men isolated west of the MERDERET,

The LA«FIERE bridge aloﬁe was Lo engage the most effort of the
division for the next three days. (See Map D)

' The 10lst held the northern sector, the southern flank
was weak, but they held the LE-PORT bridges and the lock to
thé west, At ST.~COME-DU=MONT the enemy held the 50lst agelnst
the swaumps and the rall and road bridges could not be taken,

(See Map D)
The 4th, as mentioned above had 1ts 8th Infantry east

54) A-1, p. 5354
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and south of STE. MERE-EGLISE, while the 12th and 223 Regi-
ments were to the northeast between STE.IMERE-EGLISE and the
inundated area. (See Map D)

Late 1n the afternoon an.adﬁanca detachment of the VII )

Corps came ashore and at 1900 set up a CP near the 4th Division
CP at LA-HUBERT., (55)

. ACTIONS OF D PLUS 1

The morning of D plus kj/:;w the elements of the 8th In=-
fentry launch en attack on the enemy aalient.to the south of
STE, MERE-EGLISE, with the objective of meking contasct with
the 82d Divislon. It had no gooner contacted the 5058th in the
town when the enemy to the north launched an atyack. A com
ordinated counterattack was planned by both units and by the
end of the day the enemy wes cleared from his positions. (See
Mep D) (56)

The actions at LA-FIERE snd CHEF=-DU-PONT hed reached a
stelemate. Several enemy counterattacks were beaten off but
no galns were made by.the 82d, and the 1solated forces west of
the river were to remain for several days more., (57)

On 7 June, the 12th Infantry attacked to the northwest
and selzed the high ground to the northeast of STE, MERE~EGLISE.
About mld morning they again pressed an attack to the north
and when stopped in the aftefnoon on the forward aiopes of the
high ground northeast of NEUVILLE-AU-PLAIN, they reorganized
for the night. (See Map D) (58) | |

The 22d; on D plus 1 jumped off on an attack agalnat the

enemy's atrongest inlend positions so far, the coastal forts

T68) A-1, pe 41-42, Bb-66; FPersonal knowledg
(66) A-1, p. 62-63
(67) 4A-l, p. 63
(68) A-=l, p. 66
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north of ST, MARCOUF. For sevéral hours the regiment attempted
to move forward, but enemy counterattacks drove them back to
ODAINVILLE. The.sd Battallon, under asteadlly Ilncreasing enemy
pressure wag to continﬁe the mission of clearing the beach
fortifications as they moved north along the shore. {See Map
D) (59) |

The aptions of the 10lst Division throughout D plus 1
continued fo be those of smell unita. The main effort was a
preperation for attacking the brldges north of CARENTAN. To
the east the 506th held the lock and the LE-PORT bridges,

By the night of D plus 1, VII Corps had a beachhead éomﬁ
12,000 yards deep and the initlal assault had succeeded. How=-
ever elements of the 82d were still isolated west of the
MERDERET. To the north and south the enemy st1ll held strong
positions, in the éouth at CARENTAN the area remalned open.
-Enemy guns on the coast were still harassing the beachs,
| The feilure of the 82d to establish a bridgehead over the
MERDERET and the aslow progress of the 4th brought about the
first change in the VII .Corps plan. Origlinally the 4th was to
¢ross the MERDERET and then turn north to capture VALOGNES.
Because of thls slow progress the.4th would continue its prew
gent misslon east of the MERDERET, while elements of the 824
- would continue on the left flank of this northward drive. The
balance of the 82d to continue in thelr efforts to establish

pif RS .

the brldgeheed, 1In the south the 1013t]@o contlnue to selze
the causeways and approaches intc CARENTAN. These objectlves

were to take almost a week for the VII Corps to accomplish.,

(§ee Map D) (60)

89) A-1, ps 66=71 . -
60) 4-1, p. 71-75; Personal knowledge
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. SUMMARY .

At lest the cry for = second:front had been answered,
we had proved to the world that we could defeat the enemy on
his own ground, Purther, we did to Germany what she had.fail-
ed to do to England in 1941l. The best 1n coordination and
effort from all the sérvices, alr, navy, and ground was ne-
cessary In order to be successful., Room for improvemenﬁ,'yes,
but the results of this venture proved that 1t was a success,
| This success however was not easy. To use a base as
¢lose as BEngland, 1t was necessary to assault this strongly
defended coast. The terraln of France aidéd the movement of
enemy troops and supplies, in addition to 'having one of the
best communication systems to aid the enemy. Thus.the four
yoears of construotion of the Atlantlic wall, plus these other
facto;s gave the enemy the ﬁdvantage to defeat any attempt at
invaesion. The alr superiority that we had obtalned by the

spring of 1944 ovércame these disadvantages,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICILSM

1. INTELLIGENCE

The thoroughness of thelﬂllied intelligence enabled the
planning of thls 0pération to be extremelj complete., It not
only furnished an analysis of the terraiﬁ, and -enemy dlsposi-
tions, but the smallest details as to the defensive fortifica-
" tions. Thils intelligence was also able to confuse the énemy as
to the exact Invasion greas, In fact no attempt was made to con-
ceal the news that an invasion was to be made. In addltlon, the

enemy at flrst ¢ould not be sure that once the landing had besn
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mé.de, that 1t v‘ the main effort, or 1f 1‘!&& only a thrust
to draw attention while the mein attack would strlke elsewhere.
The above factg are proven by the results of the actual Land-
1ngs_ahd in the confusion, how the enemy failed to move any

sizeable reinforcements from other ereas to meet this invasion.

2+ LENEMY CONCEPT CF DEFENSE

The difference of opinlon between or among higher com=
manders was a factor in the initial defeat of the enemy at the
beaches. Thils was a sure lack of the unity of cbmmand,-brought
ebout by Hitler's mistrust of his staff, As & result the rigld
defense at the coast left ho forces lmmedlately avallable for
h possible counterattack, It was not until after the middle of
July before the enemy moved eny sizeable units from the Fifteenth
Army area. This reau;téd in a more or less of a free hand for

the Allles,

3s THE ATLANTIC WALL

The sssumed idea that an invader would require a major
port iﬁ order to operate and supplj large numbers of troops
and pleces of equipment was a faulty one; Thia resulted in
harbors being glven first priority for defense. At the same
time the Nazl press was telling the world about the impregna-
bility of thls so called Atlentlic Waell. The scarcity of troops
to man thls defense and the lack of mobility for counter-

attacking was a weak factor, there was no defense in depth.

4, WEATHER

The condition of the seas and wind gave the enemy & false
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sense of secur™y,., The bad weather and chn sea drove the
enemy naval craft Into thelr harbors. As a result most of the
defending units were not expecting a landing at a time like
this, At least 1t was generally thought that any such landing
would be lmprobabls.

5. AIR DROPS

It waa most unfortunete that the airborne divisions had
such unfavorable landings. This of course, was due almost to
the fact that the pathfinder operations had failed in almost
half of their marking missions. The enemy antialrcraft fire
as well as cloud banks looasened formetions and caused scattore
ing of the planes, These wldespread drops although of a serw
ioﬁs nature as far as securing initial objeoﬁives was conw
cerned, confused the enemj a3 well, ©Such wide spread landw
Aings hindered the corps mission, as seen from the fact that

numerous groups remalned lsoclated from four to five dayse.

6. ASSAULT LANDINGS

The results of training of the assaulting forces was
clearly reflected, wheﬁ upon landing at the wrong heach, they
quickiy reorgenized snd moved Inland from thelr present posl-
tions. Of course, the fact must be taken into consideration
that the proposed landing ares wea more extenslvely fortified
than the one on which they did lend. In any case the initlaw
tive of the leaders was clearly indlcated at thls point.

7« NAVAL GUNFIRE

Initially this fire was not as effective as had been ex-
pected. It had falled to lnock out many of the shore defenses
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and -st\rong pointa. One big feature howeve’was the long range
support provided for ground forces once ashore. The shore fire
control partles were used to advantege In seversel cases., Fire
from déaﬁroyers close in waes most effective on ensmy strong

pointsg on the beaches.
LE3SONS

1. It 1s edmitted that a strong gnd_wall informed com=
bat intelligsence orgenization 1s necegsary for ahy milltary
operation to succeed, .

Ehﬂré;. The American concept of defense 1s proven by the re~
,Isulta of this last war, 1t must have depth and a force avail-
able to counterattack.

'-3. Any 80 called static defense 1s no stronger than the
manpower end weapons employed to hold 1t.

4.”.Wea£ﬂér is o paft_of intelligence and therefore, a
part of pl;ﬁning and must always be taken Iinto considerasion
in any type of operation; |

Be {a) It is gbsolutel%<neceaaary that any unilts drOpped
from the air be placed upon the drOp zone and Eﬁ;;her that
pathfinder operatlons be carried out to the finest detaills for
success.,

; (b) In this connection 1t is also necessary that Air
Force personnel be trainea in the delivery of‘such ajirborne

units,.

e

6+ (&) The broad principles of troop leading end ataff
coordination as developed in the past are still aound,

(5) That a conmandqrs estimateumuét tgkpﬁinto_oon—
slderation the effect of his actions on the mission of the
.higher cbmmander. | _

IWV. The proper use of the Naval Shore Fira Control party
R }?6 o o - o



should be stre‘d at aervice schools 1n c‘er to fully ex=

ploit their uae a8 required.

8, It iz admitted that- one of the most 1mportant; factors

of sucecess in combat 1s training,

e



